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business combination. There had, however, been
a less comprehensive Standard Oil trust agree-
ment in 1879. The state laws of the period did
not afford a way for corporations to combine and
what Dodd was seeking was a means of creating
a "corporation of corporations." Under the
trust agreement which he drew up, the voting
stocks of some forty companies were placed hi
the hands of nine trustees. The change effected
was, however, more apparent than real. There
had been no competition between the companies
thus combined for some time and the nine trus-
tees did in fact own a majority of the stock of
the component corporations. The trust agree-
ment was kept secret for six years. It fell to
Dodd's lot to officiate not only at its birth but
also at its death. In 1892 the Supreme Court of
Ohio decided that it was an illegal combination
in restraint of trade and also that the Standard
Oil Company of Ohio, one of the component com-
panies, had exceeded its lawful corporate powers
in entering the agreement. Accordingly, in
March of that year Dodd presented the resolu-
tions for the dissolution of the trust. This disso-
lution did not materially alter the actual condi-
tions of the business. For six years the now dis-
sociated corporations conducted their business
under a gentlemen's agreement, and under the
shrewd legal guardianship of Dodd who steered
them, as one writer puts it, "through the stormy
seas of anti-trust agitation/' and kept them with-
in the law. In 1899 he drew up the plans for the
organization of the great holding company, the
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. He con-
tinued as legal adviser until 1905 when he re-
tired from active service on a pension, retaining
the title of counsel for the Standard Oil Com-
pany.

Dodd was a firm believer in big business law-
fully conducted and he bitterly resented the idea
that combinations are vicious merely because
they are large. Accordingly he criticized the
early interpretation of the Sherman Act which
penalized all combinations in restraint of trade.
He held that only unreasonable combinations
should be barred, a view later adopted by the
Supreme Court in 1911 (Standard Oft Company
of New Jersey et al. vs. United States, 221 U. S.,
i) in dissolving the very holding company which
he had organized (see his paper, "Present Legal
Status of Trusts/1 Harvard Law Review, Oct.
25r 1893)- He was a firm believer in the fed-
eral incorporation of business companies and
favored a constitutional amendment to make that
possible ( J. H. Bridge, "Trusts as Their Makers
View Them," World's Work, November 1902).
In politics he was a nominal Democrat, an ad-
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mirer of Cleveland, but an independent voter.
His published writings include, "Ten Years
of the Standard Oil Company" (Fonmi, May
1892) ; the following pamphlets : Uses and
Abuses of Combinations (1888) ; History of the
Standard Oil Company (1888) ; Trusts (1889) ;
Aggregated Capital (1889) ;and Trusts (1900),
a collection of addresses.

He married, in 1860, Mary E. Geer of Water-
ford, Pa., who bore him one son, and died in
1872. On Mar. 8, 1877, he married Melvina E.
Smith, who died in 1906. From this marriage
there were two children. In private life Dodd
was genial, friendly, and generous. He shunned
publicity and seldom appeared in court. He lived
quietly and modestly with his family, a few con-
genial friends, and his books. He read deeply
in history, economics, and philosophy, and Spen-
cer and Huxley were his gods. Deeply religious,
he became in later life a reverent freethinker.

[B. L. Dodd and John R. Burnet, Genealogies of the
Male Descendants of Daniel Dod, of Branford, Conn.
(1864) ; Fatal Latzke, "The Trust Builder," Nat. Cor-
poration Reporter, Dec. 4, 1 902 (reprinted from Satur-
day Evening Post} ; "The Master Builder of the Stand-
ard Oil Company," Rev. of Revs. (N. Y.), Mar. 1908;
Who's Who in America, 1906-07 ; obituaries in N. Y.
Times, Feb. i, 1907, and N. Y. Journal of Commerce,
Feb. 1907 ; information as to certain facts from a son,
Mr. Lee Wilson Dodd.]

DODDRIDGE, JOSEPH (Oct. 14, 1769-
Nov. 9, 1826), clergyman, physician, author, and
pioneer, was born at Friend's Cove, near Bed-
ford, Pa., eldest son of John and Mary (Wells)
Doddridge of Maryland, and brother of Philip
Doddridge [q.v.]. Four years later his parents
removed to Washington County, Pa., then wil-
derness, so that from childhood he was thrown
into intimate association with the Indians and
early settlers of the frontier. His powers of ob-
servation and his life-long interest in recording
historical incident helped him to capitalize this
association in his valuable Notes on the Settle-
ment and Indian Wars of the Western Parts of
Virginia and Pennsylvania, from 1763 to 1783
Inclusive (1824), an accurate account of the
country and the life that prevailed there during
the days of its colonization.

The elder Doddridge was a devout man who
reared his children along strictly pious and mor-
alistic lines, and it was not strange that Joseph
at eighteen, with a background of Bible reading,
a few sessions of schooling in Maryland, and
several years of labor on his father's farm,
should have been received as a circuit preacher
of the Wesleyan Methodist connection, traveling
through western Pennsylvania- The death of his
father in 1791 called him from this itinerant min-
istry, but enabled him to resume his interrupted
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